Tenby Walled Town Residents’ Association

Newsletter No. 54,   23rd January 2006

Parking Regulations review
This is going to rumble on for quite a while, you heard it here first! 

I met with our County Councillor, Mike Evans, Tenby Town Council Clerk, Andrew Davies and John Price from the County Council on 15th January. The points raised in our letter (that I enclosed with the last newsletter) was used as a basis for discussion and seemed to be generally accepted in principal. The most positive aspect seemed to be an acceptance of the introduction of single yellow lines that would allow legal parking between 5.00pm and 8.30am in streets that are wide enough. The suggestion that these single yellow lines should be ‘seasonal’, allowing parking at any time of the day or night between 1st October and 31st March was also favourable received.

I’m afraid my suggestions for removing the raised paved area outside the Sun Inn and also removing most of the bollards that obstruct the footways did not get a positive response. 

I did bang on a bit at the meeting about the harm that has been done to Tenby’s image by not replacing the yellow lines in High Street following the recent enhancement works. Tenby already has a bit of a reputation for chaotic traffic conditions and the problems that occurred over Christmas can only have reinforced this in the minds of our visitors. Clearly the Police can do nothing to book people if the Council do not do their bit and make sure the yellow lines specified by the regulations are in place.

I got to hear about a website www.parkingintenby.freeuk.com that highlights the problems caused by the lack of enforcement of parking regulations here in Tenby. Where the responsibility lies is anybody’s guess but I don’t think the County Council realise the damage that is being done to Tenby by allowing the present free for all. The Police appear to throw their hands up in the air in despair and say their priorities lie elsewhere. This is for them to decide but it is the Council who ultimately call the shots by controlling their funding. The Police from their prospective see this problem as a low priority but the Council with a wider remit should admit this is doing Tenby no good whatsoever and take action to sort out the problem.
Decriminalised parking, with County Council employed Traffic Wardens, is still being talked about as starting in April. However I understand that this is more likely to be April 2008 than April 2007, and if this is the case it looks likely that we will have to put up with the present problems again this summer. 
What ever happens, be sure to ask Mike Evans why the yellow lines have not been replaced in High Street as that would solve the biggest part of the problem.

Lifeboat Station
It looks like a decision is to be made shortly about the fate of the old Lifeboat Station as the decision to demolish it is due to discussed at a Planning meeting. 

My view is that in an ideal world if a use could be found for it backed up by long term funding it would be good to preserve it. In the real world I cannot see this happening as nobody has come forward so far with any properly funded proposal for its use. I can see the slipway and walkway could have an application as a low tide landing platform for Caldey and other boats, but clearly funding for its maintenance is the real issue. Unless the County Council take the initiative and treat the old lifeboat station as an asset and part of the Harbour I’m sure the structure will be lost to demolition.

I see that millions of pounds of mostly grant money have been poured into the development of Burry Port harbour by Carmarthenshire County Council over the last few years. Given the natural problems that Burry Port has, with access only a few hours every tide and a precarious approach over sand banks, I would have thought that this money would have been better spent improving facilities here at Tenby
Pedestrianisation
Still no news.
Allan’s fees
His bill is paid! The Association has no debts and can put this matter behind it. I am delighted to confirm it did not necessitate me getting cold and wet in the Boxing Day swim! 
I am aware that the total bill of £10,085.67 for ADL’s work for us over 3 years has been paid for entirely by the membership and the committee would like to extend their heartfelt thanks to all those who contributed.
Penally TETRA Mast Public Inquiry
This is due to start tomorrow (Wednesday 24th January) at the De Valence and has been programmed for 3 days. I’m sure that those who became addicted to our Public Inquiry last year will not miss this opportunity to see how it all pans out. 
I wish them all the best with their fundraising.

Car Park Charges
No feedback on our letter to date. 
Alistair Mackay

Secretary TWTRA
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